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stances an impression of a very trivial kind. Further,
many soldiers have related to me how, at the explosion
of a shell, or the fall beside them of a shell which failed
to explode, they have instantaneously fled away from the
spot under an uncontrollable impulse, experiencing as
they fled the horrible soul-shaking emotion we call
fear.

To cite in support of the opposite view and in refuta-
tion of mine (as Rivers did and as Professor Koffka has
again recently done) the unquestionable fact that some
men have extricated themselves from dangerous situa-
tions, coolly and calmly, without experiencing fear, is
entirely illogical and ineffective. There are many possible
motives, besides fear, for the avoidance of injury or
annihilation.

In parallel fashion, there are other motives than the
impulse of disgust for refusing to swallow poisonous
substances ; but that fact does not prove that the impulse
of disgust to spew out an evil-tasting substance can be
evoked and can operate without any tinge of the emo-
tional quality of disgust. Similarly, there are many
motives that may prompt a man to careful inspection of
an unfamiliar object; but that fact does not prove that
the impulse of curiosity' can work without any faintest
tinge of the emotional quality proper and peculiar to
it. Again, one may administer physical punishment in
cold blood, from a " stern sense of duty," or with reluct-
ance and shrinking from the act; or may overcome
stupid opposition with tolerant good humour or cool
ridicule: but such instances do not prove that the
aggressive destructive anger-impulse can work without
any faintest accompaniment of angry feeling. Unless
psychologists are prepared to observe the more elementary
laws of logic, I cannot see that these difficult questions
can be profitably discussed.

My difficulty in rebutting this doctrine of " arrest of
tendency," as the one essential condition of all emotion,
is that, although so many authors have maintained it,
and have put it forward as a reason for refuting my
view, no one of them has offered any substantial argu-